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MENTI

• In self-employment we often hear the term “Micro-Enterprise”. What’s another way 
of saying micro-enterprise?

• Can you name any examples of a micro-enterprise / potential opportunity for one? 
• Self-Employment means you work for yourself, but it doesn’t mean you work alone. 

True – no matter what you’re doing, you will have some type of community 
interaction (buying materials, talking to customers, etc.)

• According to an April 2024 report from the Bureau of Labor statistics, about how 
many workers were self-employed as of March 2024? 16.75 million workers

• This statistic amounts to ____% of the workforce. 10%
• According to the Center for Economic and Policy Research, the share of self-

employed workers has trended up since 2022. Can you guess why that might be?
Covid-19 (pandemic shutdowns)

• DDS eligible individuals can request $_____ in grant funding to start or expand a 
small business enterprise. How much funding may be available?

Developmental Services



EMPLOYMENT SERVICES

Employment Services
Developmental Services

Self-Employment

• Micro-enterprise 
funding 

• $5,000 per individual to 
act on a small business
idea and establish a 
micro-enterprise

Individual Supported 
Employment (ISE)

• assisting individuals find 
and apply for jobs

• supports to help 
individuals in 
competitive work 
settings

• job coaching support 
once work is secured

• Who is a good 
candidate? 
• Any DDS eligible 

individual interested in 
competitive integrated 
employment (CIE) 
regardless of their 
current service type. 

Group Supported 
Employment (GSE)

• a group of participants 
are working under the 
supervision of a 
permanent employment 
specialist (job coach) in 
a competitive work 
environment 

• focus on 
developing meaningful 
skills in the areas of:
• Work
• Socialization
• Community 

participation.

Customized 
Employment (CE)

• an alternative method of 
finding competitive 
integrated employment 
for individuals with 
significant disabilities. 

• CE focuses on the 
strengths, skills and 
abilities of the 
individuals and the 
unmet needs of 
employers. 

• It is a highly structured, 
person-centered 
process, carried out 
over time.



SELF-EMPLOYMENT
Why choose self-employment?

• Self-employment can offer flexibility and allows an 
individual to be their own boss.

• Self-employment options can be very rewarding and allow 
individuals to have a job related to their interests. 

• Some individuals have tried traditional employment service 
options but haven’t achieved their employment goal.

Self-Employment: Why choose this option?
Developmental Services



SELF-EMPLOYMENT

Qualified Provider

Self-Employment: What types of supports are available?
Developmental Services

Self-Direction

What types of supports are available?

Service options individuals may use for supports at their business:

1. Individual Supported Employment (ISE)

2. Individualized Day Vocational (IDV)

A DDS qualified provider agency 
provides your services.

You hire and manage staff who 
provide your services.



MICRO-ENTERPRISE Funding
Micro-Enterprise Funding – Ongoing opportunity

$5,000 per individual to act on an entrepreneurial idea and 
establish a small business enterprise.

Funds may be used toward costs associated with micro-
enterprise start-up. This includes, but is not limited to:

Self Employment: Micro-Enterprise Grants
Developmental Services

Equipment Training Research Marketing

Funds cannot be used to pay wages.



HOW DO INDIVIDUALS APPLY?

1. Discuss with Case Manager & 
Service Delivery team

2. Plan business idea and plan 
for supports

3. Submit online application

Micro-Enterprise Grant Funding: How do individuals apply?
Developmental Services



PRE-APPLICATION CHECKLIST
What should you consider before applying for a grant?

The Pre-Application Checklist reviews 
some things individuals and their 
team should consider before applying 
for Micro-Enterprise funding.

− Plan for Supports
− Community Inclusion
− Administrative Items
− Plan for Funds

Self Employment” Micro-Enterprise Pre-Application Checklist
Developmental Services



SELF-EMPLOYMENT GUIDE
Federal, state, and local self-employment resources all in one place!

• Overview
• Business Planning
• DDS Funding: Micro-Enterprise Grant
• Micro-Enterprise Grant Reporting
• Business Resources

− Start a New Business Checklist      
− Online Business Search

• FAQ
Suggestions? Feel free to share.

Self-Employment Guide
Developmental Services

Connecticut 
Business 
Services

https://service.ct.gov/business/s/?language=en_US
https://service.ct.gov/business/s/onlinebusinesssearch?language=en_US
https://business.ct.gov/?language=en_US
https://business.ct.gov/?language=en_US
https://business.ct.gov/?language=en_US


MICRO-ENTERPRISE 1X FUNDING

Qualified Provider

• Distributed through 1X Request 
        (Attachment A)

Micro-Enterprise 1X Funding
Developmental Services

• Distributed through Individual 
& Family Grant process 

   (does not affect Family Grants)

Self-Direction

How do individuals get their funds?

PLEASE NOTE: It is your responsibility to ensure tax advice, benefits 
counseling, and other small business support are obtained 

prior to accepting a Micro-Enterprise Grant.



PROVIDER FISCAL ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT (MIC)
Micro-Enterprise Supports

DDS Qualified POS provider agencies are eligible to receive funding for 
Fiscal Account Management support including, but is not limited to: 

• Management of administrative operations such as legal, tax, and 
compliance filings as well as payroll, expenditure reports, etc. 

• Grant/revenue disbursement and associated record/bookkeeping.

Services billed via WebResDay monthly per individual. More information can be 
found in Ops Center Memo 25-14. MIC services do not affect an individual's budget 
and are not taken from their Micro-Enterprise Award. 

Self-Employment: Fiscal Account Management
Developmental Services

https://portal.ct.gov/dds/-/media/dds/operations_center/2025/fiscalaccountmgmt-memo-03-03-2025.pdf?rev=a3777bba9a854861a65ba9bd225c4808&hash=39548B89E6F7EBEAD9417527E06AC866


QUESTIONS?

Individuals & Families: Contact your Case Manager
Provider Agencies: Contact your Resource Manager
Case Managers & DDS Staff: Contact the EDS Team

DDS.Employment-DayServices@ct.gov
DDS.Microenterprise@ct.gov 

Self-Employment: Questions
Developmental Services
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SUDS.biz
Stephen & Marjorie

SUDS.biz
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Emma’s Pearlz
Developmental Services

Emma’s Pearlz
Emma & Donna

https://www.facebook.com/p/Emmas-Pearlz-100088214344129/
https://www.instagram.com/emmas_pearlz/


Kat’s Café
Developmental Services

Kat’s Café
Kat & Amy



FUTURES MICRO-BUSINESS PROGRAM
Interviews with Ted, Marilyn, & Steven led by Darlene Borre 

Self-Employment: Questions
Developmental Services



Mountain Laurel Artisan Chocolate

Ted: Mountain Laurel Artisan Chocolate



Mountain Laurel 
Artisan Chocolate

Ted: Mountain Laurel Artisan Chocolate



Happy Velas Candles

Marilyn: Happy Velas Candles



Happy Velas Candles

Marilyn: Happy Velas Candles



Middletown Secret Sauce

Steven: Middletown Secret Sauce



Middletown Secret Sauce

Steven: Middletown Secret Sauce



RESOURCES
Website, Brochures

Employment and Day Services Webpage

• Employment and Day Services (EDS) Pathways Brochure (Spanish)
• Group Supported Employment (GSE) Brochure 
• Self-Employment Brochure
• Customized Employment (CE) Brochure
• Individual Supported Employment (ISE) Brochure 
• Employment Transition Services (ETS) Brochure
• Project SEARCH Brochure
• Transportation Brochure 

Resources – Website, Brochures
Developmental Servcies

https://portal.ct.gov/dds/supports-and-services/employment-and-day-services?language=en_US
https://portal.ct.gov/dds/-/media/dds/employment/eds-pathways-brochure-11-2022-final-span.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/dds/employment/group-supported-employment-brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/dds/employment/self-employment-brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DDS/employment/Customized_Employment_Brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DDS/employment/Individual_Supported_Employment_Brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DDS/employment/Employment_Transition_Services_Brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DDS/EdSupp/Project_SEARCH_Brochure.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/dds/employment/transportation-brochure.pdf


QUESTIONS?

Individuals & Families: Contact your Case Manager
Provider Agencies: Contact your Resource Manager
Case Managers & DDS Staff: Contact the EDS Team

DDS.Employment-DayServices@ct.gov
DDS.Microenterprise@ct.gov 

Self-Employment: Questions
Developmental Services
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