Driving Simulator Resources
A driving simulator is a virtual environment or system designed to mimic the experience of driving a vehicle. It typically uses computer software, specialized hardware (such as steering wheels, pedals, and motion platforms), and visual displays to replicate real-world driving conditions. Driving simulators are used for a variety of purposes, including driver training, testing vehicle designs, conducting research, and providing entertainment. They can simulate different road conditions, weather, traffic, and hazards, allowing users to practice driving skills in a safe and controlled setting without real-world risks to ultimately lead to independence.
Sacred Heart University 
Sacred Heart University’s occupational therapy program now offers the DriveSafety RS 600 driving simulator as an important tool in patients’ efforts to regain independence. Located in the Occupational Therapy Home Suite laboratory at SHU’s Center for Healthcare Education, the simulator is part of a larger space featuring a fully equipped home suite for patients and students. It provides the ability for patients to practice important life skills —like driving — with the help of professionals. It also gives SHU students valuable clinical experience. SHU offers free screening and training sessions in the driving simulator for stroke patients and teens in the Cooperative Educational Services: Reaching Independence through Supported Education program (RISE) program. They take referral for mostly adult individuals with neurological conditions.
Contact: Sheelagh Schlegel, schlegels@sacredheart.edu, (203) 365-4773
UConn
The UConn Driving Simulator Lab contains a variety of tools geared towards the research and evaluation of human behavior in response to and interaction with the built environment and machine. They can offer trainings or tours for individuals. They are open to collaborating with DDS.
Contact: Eric Jackson, eric.jackson@uconn.edu, 860-486-8426
Hospital for Special Care 
Driving is an instrumental activity of daily living that helps you access your community and maintain independence. Our clinical pre-driving program assesses your ability and teaches the skills needed to resume driving and participate in an on-road assessment. Driving simulation benefits individuals impacted by stroke, traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, orthopedic conditions, injuries and more. We also specialize in pre-driving skills for adolescents and adults with Autism, ADHD, and other intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Link: https://hfsc.org/specialties/therapy-and-rehabilitation/driving-rehabilitation/

Easter Seals Mobility Center 
Driver Assessment Program
We offer clinical assessments of a person's driving abilities using a simulator, on-the-road assessment and provide driving/adaptation recommendations.
For Driving Assessment Scheduling:
158 State Street
Meriden, CT 06450
Phone: 203.630.2208 Fax: 203.634.0341
Knepler Driving Schools
Knepler Driving Schools focus on relevant proven research based learning techniques. Teaching styles vary according to student’s learning modalities. All student are treated equally and programs are individually designed for students with special needs. Special needs students include learning challenges, social-emotional considerations, medically challenged and those requiring adaptive mobility equipment. Advanced courses include computer interactive programs and driver simulation.
Link: https://kneplerdrivingschool.com/

