DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

PROPOSED CHANGE OF THE CONNECTICUT STATE
BUILDING CODE AND FIRE SAFETY CODE

DATE SUBMITTED: 04/14/2024

CODE INFORMATION

Proposed change to: [ Building Code [ Fire Safety Code

Code section(s): 1019.3

PROPONENT INFORMATION

Name: Joseph Versteeq Representing: Self

Telephone: 860-480-3951 Email: iosephversteeg@amail.com

Address: 86 University Drive Torrington CT 06790
Street Address Town State Zip Code

PROPOSAL INFORMATION

Description of change and reason for change (attach additional information as needed):
No change proposed. Retain wording as printed in the 2024 IBC and IFC editions

Proposed text change, addition or deletion (attach additional information as needed):

Supporting data and documents (attach additional information as needed)
Attached.

O This Proposal is original material. (Note: Original material is considered to be the submitter’s own idea based on or as a
result of his/her own experience, thought or research and, to the best of his/her knowledge, is not copied from another
source.)

O This Comment is not original material, its source (if known) is as follows: (such as material / code development
proposal from a prior development cycle or proposal submitted to model code committee etc.)
Retain I-Code text

O 1 would like to make an in-person presentation of my proposal.

Release

I hereby grant the State of Connecticut full rights to the use of this material without benefit to me, including, but not limited to,
publication and reproduction rights.
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Versteeg Associates, LLC - Code Change Justification

Re: Section 1019.3 Occupancies other than Groups I-2 and I-3.

Since the first edition of the IBC and IFC in 2000, these documents have permitted the use of
unenclosed exit access stairways and ramps as compliant means of egress. Noting that the I-
Codes were a blend of the requirements within the three legacy codes (Uniform, Southern, &
BOCA), and although the BOCA National Building Code did not permit use of the open stair,
permission to do so was included in the I-Codes based on the long-standing permission within
the ICBO Uniform Building Code.

See attached extracted text from the 1970 edition of the Uniform Building Code:

Exit Enclosures

Sec. 3308. (a) General. Every interior stairway, ramp, or escalator shall be enclosed as specified in this

Section.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. In other than Group D Occupancies, an enclosure will not be required for a stairway,
ramp, or escalator serving only one adjacent floor and not connected with corridors or stairways
serving other floors. For enclosure of escalators serving Groups F and G Occupancies, see Chapter 17.

2. Stairs in Group | Occupancies need not be enclosed.
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It should also be noted that use of the Uniform Building Code although limited to the Western
United States, it was the building code adopted by the Department of Defense for use on a
worldwide basis.



Versteeg Associates, LLC - Code Change Justification

Re: Section 1019.3 Occupancies other than Groups I-2 and I-3.

In closing, the use on an unenclosed exit access stairway or ramp has never been documented to
be a safety hazard. In fact, that although Connecticut has limited its use to stories having an
occupant load of 10 or less, Connecticut has also permitted a mezzanine without limitation on
size or restriction on occupant load to have one or more unenclosed exit stairs or ramps.



	CCPF Section 1019 3.pdf
	VAllc Code Change Justification.pdf

	Text1: 04/14/2024
	Check Box1: Yes
	Check Box2: Yes
	Text2: 1019.3
	Text3: 
	Text4: Joseph Versteeg
	Text5: Self
	Text6: 860-480-3951
	Text7: josephversteeg@gmail.com
	Text8: 86 University Drive
	Text9: Torrington
	Text10: CT
	Text11: 06790
	Text12: No change proposed. Retain wording as printed in the 2024 IBC and IFC editions 
	Text13: 
	Text14: Attached.
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Yes
	Text15: Retain I-Code text
	Check Box5: Off
	Text16: Joseph Versteeg


